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" 'He has blinded their eyes
and deadened their hearts,

so they could neither see with their eyes,
nor understand with their hearts,
nor turn - and I would heal them.'

Isaiah said this because he saw
Jesus' glory and spoke about him."

(John 12:41)

Quoted five times in the New Testament, the Isaiah
passage which John quotes here comes from Isaiah 6,

the prophet's call and commission.
John's comment which follows reveals what he
believed concerning Isaiah's prophetic visions.

Bible quotations from The Holy Bible
New International Version

Copyright 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica
formerly International Bible Society

Commentary Reference
The Prophecy of Isaiah

by Alec Motyer
(1993, Inter-Varsity Press)

(abbreviation AM)

"There is a grandeur about Isaiah
not found elsewhere even in the most
majestic of the rest of Scripture,

a majesty full of glory and of solemnity,
plain alike in the revelation vouchsafed
to him and the language in which
he was inspired to express it."

(AM p 544)
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INTRO: What's so remarkable about the Book of Isaiah?
The book of Isaiah is considered a majestic
high point in Old Testament prophecy.

WHY IS THIS?

In your group, or on your own, spend 10-15
minutes looking through Isaiah in your Bible,
and make a list of the topics or themes you can

find, noting the chapter and verse.
Your Bible headings may help, or simply
find a theme and give it your own title.

An example is given.

1. The day of the Lord is coming (ch 2:12...)
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
....
....
....
....
....

Other books of the Bible have many major
themes, but few have as many as Isaiah!

Compare your list with the list on the next page.

ISAIAH in NUMBERS

Match the statements on the left with the
correct number on the right

72
3
701
4

14
66

Number of chapters
in the book of Isaiah

Number of times Isaiah
is quoted directly in the

New Testament

Number of kings who
reigned over Judah

during Isaiah's ministry

Date when Hezekiah's
tunnel was built

(in Isaiah's lifetime)

BC

Number of times
Isaiah's words are found
on Jesus's lips in the NT

Number of 'Isaiah's' that
liberal scholars have
split Isaiah into

Check answers on the next page.

'Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the
everlasting God,
the Creator of the
ends of the earth.'

Even in translation, many of Isaiah's poetic
phrases have an epic, memorable quality about
them. Jews and Christians alike believe the
prophecies to be the inspired Word of God.
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Notes on the above:
a. The Bible chapter and verse system as we know it was
introduced as late as 1555 for Robert Stephen's
(Stephanus) Latin Vulgate Bible. But this higih number
reflects the fact that Isaiah is the longest book in the Bible.

b. This number is only surpassed by New Testament
quotes from the Book of Psalms, of which there are 80.

c. The list of the four kings is given in Isaiah 1:1.

d. See photo on page 7. See also 2 Chronicles 32:30,
which mentions the construction of the tunnel. Isaiah is
mentioned in verse 20 of the same chapter.

e. Some of these are repeats of the same occasion in the
different Gospels. Clearly Jesus knew and loved Isaiah.

The references are:
Matthew 13:15 21:13 24:29 29:13 (4 times)
Mark 4:12 7:6 9:48 11:17 13:24 (5 times)
Luke 4:18 8:10 19:46 22:37 (4 times)
John 6:45 (once)

f. Scholars have often split Isaiah into 3 parts - Isaiah (chs
1-39), Deutero-Isaiah (chs 40-55), Tritero-Isaiah (chs
56-66), with only the first allegedly composed by the man
Isaiah; they argue the rest was composed at a later date by
his followers. I concur, however, with Alec Motyer (The
Prophecy of Isaiah), who demonstrates the close harmony
of the book as a complete unit. Jesus himself quotes from
all parts of Isaiah, indicating that in his day the book (or
rather, scroll) was seen as a unified whole.

Number of chapters
in the book of Isaiah

Number of times Isaiah
is quoted directly in the

New Testament

Number of kings who
reigned over Judah

during Isaiah's ministry

Date when Hezekiah's
tunnel was built

(in Isaiah's lifetime)

Number of times
Isaiah's words are found
on Jesus's lips in the NT

Number of 'Isaiahs'
that liberal scholars
have split Isaiah into

72
3
701

BC

4
66
14

List of themes and topics found in the
Book of Isaiah. Check through to
note those you may have missed.

1. The day of the Lord is coming (2:12...)
2. Divine forgiveness of sins (1:18)
3. God's judgment/ heavenly court (3:13)
4. The branch of the Lord/ Israel's remnant (4:2)
5. Song of the vineyard (5:1)
6. Isaiah's calling and commissioning (6:1)
7. Sign of Immanuel (7:14)
8. A Child is born (9:6)
9. Praise to the Holy One of Israel (12:6)
10. Devastation of evil on the earth (24:1)
11. Destruction of death, picture of heaven (25)
12. A precious cornerstone (28:16)
13. In repentance and rest is salvation (30:15)
14. Joy of the redeemed (35:10, 51:11)
15. God intervenes in history (37:36)
16. God's wonderful greatness (40:21...)
17. The servant of the Lord (42:1)
18. Uniqueness of God (42:8, 44:6)
19. Fear not, God is with us (43:1-2)
20. Foolishness in following idols (44:9)
21. Sovereignty of God (45:11)
22. God the creator of everything (48:13)
23. God's plan to reach all people (49:6)
24. Blessing of taking the gospel of peace (52:7)
25. Prophecy of the suffering servant (53)
26. Invitation to the thirsty (55:1)

27. God's thoughts and ways higher (55:8)

28. True fasting, justice for the poor (58:6)

29. God's light in the darkness (60:1)

30. The year of the Lord's favour (61:1)

31. My soul rejoicing in God (61:10)

32. New heavens and a new earth (65:17)

There are many more, but this demonstrates
the remarkable range and power of the
visions contained in Isaiah's prophecies.

a

b

c

f

e

d
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The World of Isaiah Many of the prophet’s powerful images were
inspired by scenes in the world around him.

“The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom." (ch 35:1)
The oasis of En Gedi on the western shore of the Dead Sea.

“In the future he will honour Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan.” (ch 9:1)
Looking south down the length of the Sea of Galilee towards the Jordan Valley.

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” (ch 60:1)
Sea of Galilee looking east from Tiberias towards the sunrise.
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“A voice of one calling: ‘In the desert prepare a way for the Lord. Make straight a highway
for our God.’” (ch 40:3) Wadi Qelt, a deep ravine leading down from Jerusalem to Jericho.

Elijah, Isaiah, John the Baptist, Jesus - they all would have walked this route.
“Bind up the testimony and
seal up the law among my
disciples.” (ch 8:16)

The Essenes’ caves at Qumran
where the Dead Sea Scrolls were
found in 1947. The scrolls, which
included a complete copy of Isaiah,
were found by a shepherd boy,
in ceramic pots like those

shown below.
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“And all the trees of the field will clap their hands.”
(ch 55:12) Date palm in Jerusalem.

“…the gently flowing waters of Shiloah” (ch 8:5)
Hezekiah’s tunnel - built in Isaiah’s lifetime (701BC)

“ Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob.” (ch 2:3)
Artist’s impression of King Solomon’s temple. Mural painting near the Pool of Siloam, Jerusalem.

“Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his
hand?”(ch 40:12) Sea of Galilee from Capernaum.

“He tends his flock like a shepherd." (ch 40:11)
Nazareth Village which recreates Biblical scenes.
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EIGHT STUDIES IN ISAIAH
The Everlasting God

Isaiah lived in the 8th Century BC in the southern
kingdom of Judah. He and his people were
surrounded by nations who believed in a

multitude of gods. But the little nation of Israel -
both northern and southern kingdoms - had been
monotheistic ever since the early days of the

Patriarchs; that is, they believed in one God only.

Isaiah has much to say throughout his prophecies
exhorting his people to maintain steadfastly to
their faith in this one supreme God. Let's focus
on just one chapter to capture something of his

vision of the one true God....

CHAPTER 40
We will split the chapter into 3 parts, with
different groups looking at each part. For

effective discussion, each small group should
contain no more than 4 people, so if a large

number are participating, there might be several
small groups looking at each part.

Group A to look at CHAPTER 40:1-10

Group B to look at CHAPTER 40:11-20

Group C to look at CHAPTER 40:21-31

ch. 40:1-10

ch. 40:11-20

ch. 40:21:31

A

AA

B B

B

C C

Each group should...
1. appoint someone to take notes, including

verse references
2. read the passage through together
3. discuss together what Isaiah is saying about

God...what is he like? what has he done?
4. be ready to feed back on 3 or 4 attributes of

God to the other groups

Below are some words to prompt you...

Group A Chapter 40:1-10

COMFORT

Group B Chapter 40: 11-20

CREATED WATERS/MOUNTAINS

KNOWLEDGE
INCOMPARABLE

Group C Chapter 40: 21-31

ENTHRONED ABOVE

CREATED THE HEAVENS

UNIQUE

After about 20 minutes, the groups give
feedback to the other groups. If possible, a list
of God's attributes should be written up on a
flipchart or similar, so that a complete picture
of this Isaiah's vision of God emerges for all to
see. Other passages of Isaiah (left) can be
added to the picture. Finish with worship.

Here are some further attributes of the
Everlasting God from other parts of Isaiah...

He takes his place in court as the great JUDGE
(ch.3:13)

He is the HOLY ONE and the KING
(ch.43:15)

He is our FATHER and he is the POTTER
(ch.64:8)

STUDY 1

One true God
King of Creation

Holy One
Source of Salvation
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POWER
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GIVES STRENGTH



EIGHT STUDIES IN ISAIAH
The Hope of a Messiah

The words Messiah in Hebrew and Christ
in Greek both mean 'the Anointed One.'
In ancient times kings and priests were
anointed with oil to set them apart for

their divinely appointed task.
(examples are David's anointing by Samuel in
1 Samuel 16:13 and Solomon's anointing by

Zadok the priest in 1 Kings 1:39).

The reign of King David represented a golden
age of blessing and splendour. As successive
kings failed and both Judah and Israel slipped
into sin and inevitable calamity, the longing
for a 'king like David' grew ever stronger...

Growing Expectations
Jacob blesses his son Judah:

"The sceptre will not depart from Judah, nor the
ruler's staff from between his feet, until he comes
to whom it belongs and the obedience of the

nations is his." (Genesis 49:10)

Balaam prophesies over the people of Israel:
"I see him but not now, I behold him but not near.
A star will come out of Jacob; a sceptre will come

out of Israel." (Numbers 25:17)

The Lord God makes a promise to David:
"Your house and your kingdom shall endure for
ever before me; your throne shall be established

for ever." (2 Samuel 7:16)

Into this context of Messianic hope steps the prophet Isaiah, and his prophecies add astonishing
new depth and dimension to the Messianic expectation. Our passages speak of the Messiah's
announcement and birth, his character and calling, and his work of suffering and sacrifice.

Birth of the Messiah Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7 Character of the Messiah Isaiah 42:1-7

Suffering of the Messiah Isaiah 53:2-6, 10-12

STUDY 2

As with the previous
study, participants can
divide into 3 groups,
with each group looking
at the 3 different aspects
of the Messiah, which
are shown in the boxes

on this page.
Thereafter, each group
can give feedback to the
rest of the wider group.

If alone, study each
aspect in sequence.

ch 7:14 'The Lord will give you a sign...'
How will the child be born? What will he be
called? Compare with Matthew 1:22-23
for the meaning of Isaiah's prophecy.

ch 9:6 'To us a child is born...'
Who do you think 'us' refers to?

What titles will the child receive? (explore
alternatives in your own words)
What do we learn about his throne?

What will his reign be like?
Has this prophecy been fulfilled,

and if so, how?

A
group

group

B

group
C

ch 42:1-7 'Here is my servant...'
Who do you think is the speaker in this passage?

(v 1-4) 'I will put my Spirit on him...'
Discuss what the servant is called to do/not do.

From these lines, what impressions do
you gain of the servant's character?

(v 5-6a) From these lines, discuss the
relationship between the speaker (God) and

the servant whom he addresses.
Discuss the commission that God gives to the

servant (v 6b and v 7). Who is the
servant? Whom will the servant reach?

ch 53:2-6 '...pierced for our trangressions...'
(v 2-3) Discuss the appearance and nature of the

servant. Do you find this surprising?
(v 4-6)Make a list of the different things the

servant is said to have done for 'us.'
How do you feel about this?

(v 10-12) Consider the purposes of the servant's
suffering. From v 10, whose plan was it?
How does it reap benefits, and to whom?

What hope do you see in these verses, both for
the servant himself and for those
on whose behalf he suffers?

Once groups have given
feedback, a time of
prayer and worship is
suggested, incorporating
the following New
Testament passages:

Matthew 12:15-21
1 Peter 2:21-25

Anointed One
Messiah will come
A servant king
To take away sin
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EIGHT STUDIES IN ISAIAH

The Spirit of the LordNature of the Spirit Isaiah 11:1-6

Work of the Spirit Isaiah 61:1-5

The Scripture fulfilled Luke 4:13-21

STUDY 3

The Lord God sends
The Spirit descends
The Servant bends

note on verse 1: Jesse was the Father of David,
King of Israel, so the 'stump of Jesse' indicates

David's line, the line of Judah.

(v 1-3) Discuss the different attributes of the Spirit
outlined in these verses. Use your own words.

(v 3-5) According to these lines, how will the
Spirit of the Lord act? What will he do?

How will he impact society?

(v 6 & 9) How is the resulting state of peace and
harmony captured poetically in these lines?

(v 1) Consider the different personalities
mentioned in this first verse.

How many are mentioned and who are they?
How do they interact/work together?

With your New Testament 'hindsight' what do
you think this says about God?

(v 1-3) List all the tasks which the Spirit of the
Lord will enable the speaker to perform.

As the speaker, empowered by the Spirit, fulfils
these tasks, how do you think society is

transformed? Can this happen today in our own
society? How?

(v 13-15) How, spiritually speaking, did Jesus return to Galilee
after being tempted in the wilderness?

(v 16-19) Try to imagine the scene in the Nazareth sinagogue.
Do you think Jesus looked for this passage deliberately, would it have
been the reading for the day, or was it even a 'divine coincidence'?

(v 20-21) Here comes 'the bombshell'...
'Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.'
What do you think Jesus meant when he said this?

How did the people react? Why? (first v 22... but then later v 28...)

In verse 18, we can see the three persons of the Trinity inter-relating: 'the
Lord' (Father), 'me' (Son), the Spirit (Holy Spirit). Check other passages
where the 3 persons of the Trinity inter-relate (examples are given at left).

A

B

C

group

group

group

We have seen how Isaiah exhorts the people to
maintain steadfastly to their faith in the one,

true, everlasting God - despite being surrounded
by nations who worshipped many gods.

We have also seen how Isaiah confirms
and extends the expectation of a Messiah,
who is to be sent at the opportune time

by this one supreme God.

In this study we focus on the agent who is sent
by God to empower and equip his servant so
that he can fulfil his role: Isaiah introduces
us to the Spirit of the Sovereign Lord.

Again, participants
can split into 3 sub-
groups to discuss
the different

passages shown in
the boxes...

Isaiah 11:1-6
Isaiah 61:1-5
Luke 4:13-21

This time it is
particularly

important that the
feedback follows
the sequence
A > B > C.
Father, Son and
Holy Spirit relating
closely together...

Matthew 3:16-17
Matthew 10:20
Matthew 28:19
John 14:26
John 16:15

And, for another
example from

Isaiah of the Father
sending the Spirit,

consider
Isaiah 44:3

'The
Spirit
of the

Sovereign
Lord is
on me'
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So far we have looked at Isaiah's
visions of the Everlasting God, the
Hope of a Messiah and the Spirit of
the Lord. Now we consider his

prophetic visions of Good News for
all People, including the Gentiles.*

EIGHT STUDIES IN ISAIAH
Good News for All PeopleSTUDY 4

Good News
prophesied
in ISAIAH

Good News
fulfilled in
the Gospels

Isaiah's visions foreshadow the Good
News preached by and embodied in the
person of Jesus in the Gospels.
For this study, the Isaiah passages
(left) can be read out loud, each one
being 'echoed' by the NT texts (right).

Invitation to the hungry

Isaiah 55:2 Isaiah 25:6

'I am the bread of life...'

John 6:35, 51

Invitation to the thirsty

Isaiah 55:1

'If a man is thirsty...'

John 7:37-38

Invitation to the weary

Isaiah 40:29-31

'Come to me, all who are weary'

Matthew 11:28-30

A light to the Gentiles*

Isaiah 49:6

'I am the light of the world...'

John 8:12 Luke 2:28-32

He tends his flock like a shepherd

Isaiah 40:11

'I am the good shepherd'

John 10:14-16

He will destroy death for ever

Isaiah 25:7-8 Isaiah 26:19

'I am the resurrection...'

John 10:14-16

The way of holiness

Isaiah 35:8 Isaiah 40:3

'I am the way, the truth...'

John 14:6

The vineyard of God

Isaiah 5:1-2,7

'I am the true vine'

John 15:1-5

Salvation for the outsider
- the Gentiles Is 2:3 Is 49:22
- the women Is 54:1
- the foreigner Is 56:3
- the eunuch Is 56:4-5
- the poor Is 58:6-7
- the blind/lame Is 35:5-6

Jesus' ministry to the outsider
- all nations Mt 28:18 Acts 1:8
- the women Lk 8:2-3 Jn 4:7
- the foreigner Mk 7:25-26
- the rejected Mk 1:40-42
- the poor Mt 5:3-10
- the blind/lame Mt 11:4-6

SUSTENANCE

LIVINGWATER

STRENGTH

LIGHT

PROTECTION

LIFE

THEWAY

INDWELLING

SALVATION FOR ALL

He will forgive sins

Isaiah 1:18
FORGIVENESS

'Forgiveness of sins...'

Luke 24:46-47

The readings can be interspersed or
followed by brief discussions
and open prayer times.

*Gentiles = all the other nations outside of
the Jewish race

The promise and hope
of Good News

For the Gentiles as well
as for the Jews

Discussion point:
Considering the "I AM" statements
and others above, how do you think
Jesus viewed his own role in
fulfilling Isaiah's prophecies?
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EIGHT STUDIES IN ISAIAH
Light Shining in the Darkness Isaiah 9:1-2 Isaiah 60:1-3STUDY 5

In the first four studies we looked at four major
themes in Isaiah. In the next four studies we
focus on four powerful poetic images. There
are many other images, but these four will give
us a glimpse of how Isaiah uses recurring word
pictures to give the people hope and faith.

In Study 4, we saw that one of the aspects of the
Good News was that God's servant would be
'the Light to the Gentiles.' (ch 49:6).

Now we consider two further aspects of light in
Isaiah. As in Study 4, we also consider how the

New Testament echoes Isaiah's visions.

Vision of Isaiah New Testament fulfilment

read Isaiah 9:1-2 The Light Dawns

Look at the map below.
What geographical position did Zebulun

and Naphtali occupy in Israel?
Historically, why would this region have
suffered 'gloom' and have been called the

'land of the shadow of death'?

Galilee is this same region. What is
Isaiah's reason for the 'light dawning'?

Group A

The
Light
Dawns

readMatthew 4:12-17 The Light Dawns

What reason does Matthew give for
Jesus going to live in Capernaum, by the
Sea of Galilee, formerly the 'land of

Zebulun and Naphtali'? What 'gloom' and
'darkness' will the light of Jesus ovecome?

Soon afterwards we see Jesus preaching
about light (Mt 5:14-16). Discuss these
verses and compare with Isaiah 2:5.

Group B

God's
Glory
Shines

read Isaiah 60:1-3 & 60:19-20

God's Glory Shines (v 1-3)
Describe the contrast between the
'earth/its peoples' and 'you'.

What is the end result of the Lord 'rising
upon you'? (v 3)

(v 19-20) These verses are a vision of the
'City of God'. Why will there be no sun
or moon? As well as 'everlasting light'
what else does Isaiah say will God be?

read Revelation 21:10-11 & 22-24

God's Glory Shines
Verses 10 & 11 set the context - again this
is a vision of the Holy City of God.

From verses 22-24, draw out the similarities
to the verses you have just read in Isaiah.
What differences or additions do you

notice in John's vision?

Like Isaiah's, John's readers (and we!) need
hope. How do these visions provide it?

Mediterranean
Sea

JUDAH

Galilee

Zebulun
Naphtali

EGYPT

BABYLONIA

ASSYRIA

Syrian Desert

Arabian Desert

River Euphrates

River Tigris

Route of approaching
armies from Assyria
and Babylonia

The Fertile Crescent
showing route by which an
invading army would

approach Judah and Israel

ISRAEL

0 miles 100

N

Allow time for the two groups
to give feedback to each other.

Again it would be appropriate
to finish the study with a time
of worship and/or prayer.

'Arise, shine
for your light
has come,

and the glory
of the Lord

rises upon you.'



EIGHT STUDIES IN ISAIAH
STUDY 6 A Way in the Wilderness Isaiah 35:1-10

Spot the Difference...give your immediate
response to the two pictures on the left. Where
would you like to spend 40 days and nights?

The two photos were taken a few days and sixty
miles apart. The top one depicts Wadi Qelt, a
narrow gorge with a stream, which originates
near Jerusalem and descends 850 metres over a
winding course for 25 kilometres to Jericho and
the River Jordan. Identified as Perath (Jeremiah
13:5), it would have been a major route between
Jerusalem and Jericho throughout Biblical times.

The second photo shows Kinneret, or the Sea
of Galilee, looking south-west. It is the lowest
fresh water lake in the world at 210 metres below
sea level. Even in February its beautiful, lush
surroundings are in evidence. Images such as
these would have been well known to Isaiah,
and the dramatic contrast between desert and
blossoming counrtyside is powerfully
conveyed in the passages of this study.

Isaiah 35:1-10 The Way of Holiness

After reading the chapter, share your initial
impressions. What do you think of the poetry?

How does it make you feel?

(v 1-2) Note the poetical technique of
personification (giving objects human emotion).

Describe the emotions expressed.
When else in the Old Testament did water

gush forth in the desert?*

(v 3-4) How does Isaiah attempt to motivate the
people in these lines? Who else in Israel's past
was exhorted to 'Be strong and courageous'?**

(v 5-7) List the promises given in these verses.

(v 8-10) In these lines we finally learn the
identity of the subjects of the passage...who is it

that will walk on the way of holiness?
How will they enter Zion (the Holy City)?

*see Exodus 17:6 **see Joshua 1:9
Consider how Isaiah evokes key moments in Israel's past in
order to build faith in the people for a new challenge.

For this study, all participants are looking at
Isaiah chapter 35 (left). Divide into smaller
groups if need-be and share feedback afterwards.
To conclude read the passage below together.

Isaiah 40:3
A voice of one calling:
'In the desert prepare
the way for the Lord;

make straight in the wilderness
a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be raised up,
every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level,

the rugged places a plain.
And the glory of the Lord
will be revealed and
all mankind together

will see it.'

John the Baptist, like Isaiah, knew the rough rocks
of Wadi Qelt. He knew the wilderness first-hand.
And he too longed for the glory of the Lord to be
revealed. For John the wait was almost over.

(John 1:23 Matthew 11:2-6)
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EIGHT STUDIES IN ISAIAH
STUDY 7 The Mountain of the Lord Isaiah 2:1-5 Isaiah 25:6-9

Right: Looking up from the Kidron Valley
to the eastern wall of Jerusalem

Year by year, century after century,
the people made pilgrimage to
Jerusalem, Mount Zion, the Holy
City of God. Jerusalem is not built
on a particularly high mountain,
but it is, in the words of Psalm 48,
'God's holy mountain...beautiful in
its loftiness.' And from every town
and village, the people would
literally climb upwards as they
approached from the surrounding
valleys to worship God in his
temple. The mountain of the
Lord was the literal and

symbolic place to meet with God.
Participants divide into two parts - group A look at Isaiah 2:1-5
- group B look at Isaiah 25:6-9 - share feedback afterwards.

Before focussing on these passages in Isaiah, it's worth reflecting on
the imagery of the mountain in Israel's history leading up to this
point. When has God previously met with his people on a mountain?

Exodus 24:1-4, 9-11 God summoned Moses up the mountain at
Sinai and gave him the Law. The leaders ate and drank with God.

1 Kings 19:11 God meets with Elijah, the prophet of God at Horeb,
another name for Sinai, where he speaks to him in a gentle whisper.

Isaiah 2:1-5

(v 1-2) When does Isaiah say the Lord's
mountain will be established?
Who will be drawn to it?

(v 3) 'Many peoples will come...'
What are they hoping to find when they come?
What does Isaiah say will go forth from Zion?
How does this relate to the passage above
from Exodus (especially Exodus 24:4)

(v 4-5) In these lines, what does God do, and
how do the nations respond?

And how does the House of Jacob
(Israel/Judah) respond?

How and when do you believe these prophecies
have been/will be fulfilled?

Isaiah 25:6-9

(v 6) Who is invited to the meal which the
Lord Almighty will prepare on the mountain?

What type of meal is to be prepared?
How do these lines relate to the passage above

from Exodus (especially 24:11)

(v 7-8) Describe what else the Lord plans
to do on the mountain, and for whom?

(v 9) How do the peoples respond?

Now read Revelation 21:1-4.
This is John's vision of the New Jerusalem.
What parallels do you see between the
new Jerusalem here and the mountain
of the Lord in Isaiah's prophecy?

How do both relate to the gospel of Jesus?

Sunset: approaching Jerusalem from
Jericho in the east, the road climbs

dramatically up to the Mount of Olives

A
group

group

B
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EIGHT STUDIES IN ISAIAH
STUDY 8 New Heavens and a new Earth Isaiah 65:13-25

We come to the last of our studies and to
the resounding climax of Isaiah's prophecies.
As Alec Motyer says: 'We have before us
as plain a forecast of the implications of
the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ
as chapters 1-37 offered of his birth

and chapters 40-55 of his cross.' (AM p522)

Isaiah's vision of the new heavens and
new earth, synonymous with that of the new
Jerusalem and his holy mountain, looks back
to the first creation (Genesis 1:1) and
forward to the fulfilment of the ages.

Isaiah 65:13-25

(v 13-16) In these lines, 'my servants' refers
to those who hear the Lord and obey, both the
'remnant of Israel' (65:9) and the nations who did
not previously know God (65:1). 'You' refers to

those who forsake the Lord (65:11).

Describe the contrasting destinies of the two groups.
Which group would you prefer to be in?

(v 17-19) God promises to create new heavens and
a new earth. Compare this verse with Genesis 1:1.
Why do you think Isaiah draws this parallel?
What is the over-riding emotion that will be

found in this new Jerusalem?
Who will experience this emotion (v18/v19)?

(v 20-25) The vision of the new creation/new
Jerusalem is described in v19 as totally joyful.
The following verses expand the picture further...

(v 20) Full life. Isaiah uses concepts we can
understand, in order to describe something beyond
our comprehension or imagination. Discuss how he

does this in v 20, as he depicts eternity.

(v21-23) Total security. How do these
verses speak of security and protection?

What does v23 say about God's attitude towards
them? And what will become of their descendants?

(v 24-5) Total peace.What does v24 tell us about
their relationship with their God? How does v25
convey the concept of peace and harmony?

Houses and vineyards
require a settled life

without wandering away
from God - cf Adam and
Eve, the Israelites...

The image of harmony
between all animals

echoes the idyllic nature
of Eden before the flood

Isaiah recalls the words
that open the Bible - as
John does years later in
the opening to his gospel

Read Isaiah 65:13-25
before forming smaller
groups to study the
questions. The arrows
below point backwards,
symbolising Isaiah's
looking back at the
past. They contain
extra commentary.

The arrows below point
forwards, symbolising
Isaiah's foreshadowing
of John, Paul and Jesus
in the New Testament,
who in turn anticipate the
fulfilment of the ages,
in the second coming of

Christ.

As well as echoing Gn 1:1
in his prologue, John picks
up Isaiah's exact words
from Is 65:17 in Rev 21:1.
v 2-5 echo more themes

In his writings Paul the
apostle also echoes and thus
reaffirms Isaiah's vision of
eternal life where death is no
more (1 Cor 15:50-56)

Isaiah's vision of eternity
blessed with full life, security
and peace is also affirmed of
course by Jesus (eg Mt 19:29
Jn 6:35-40, Jn 14:2-4 etc

John

Paul

Jesus

Creation

Adam/Eve

Eden
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